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November 16, 2016
Greetings,

Today, the West Virginia Board of Education (WVBE) and West Virginia Department of Education (WVDE)
are proud to release results of the West Virginia School Accountability System (WVAS). Each public school
throughout West Virginia will receive a letter grade based on multiple measures of performance that
together demonstrate how schools are achieving and growing.

The system is designed to provide parents and communities with an annual update and ensure parents
have objective information on their students’ academic achievement. Additionally, it will help schools
identify their strengths and weaknesses, establish goals and develop a plan for continuous improvement to
measure year-to-year student progress.

Letter grades of A through F are used so results can easily be understood by parents and the community.
Under this new system, schools will be held accountable for what is considered their core mission —
increasing student achievement.

The WVBE and WVDE have taken several steps to ensure the accuracy of data being presented. WVDE
staff held a series of trainings throughout the last six months at each Regional Education Service Agency
(RESA) to ensure superintendents and principals understood each performance measure. Training was
also provided on the online portal so all staff were able to review and verify data for their school. The
WVDE facilitated an extensive validation process in which schools and districts received their data under
an embargo basis one month prior to the public release to allow time for review and confirmation of
accuracy.

Please review this packet and use it as a resource as you navigate the WVAS. We encourage open
dialogue within your local community. Get involved and reach out to your child’s school to offer support. We
hope you rally around this concept and view it as a means of supporting our schools. This system is not
punitive, but rather celebrates successes or helps schools get better.

The WVBE and WVDE will work relentlessly with all stakeholders to make certain every student is
demonstrating growth toward proficiency, attending school regularly and graduating from high school
prepared for the 21st century world of work. We’re committed to ensuring the next generation of West
Virginians is prepared to create an even brighter future for the Mountain State.

Sincerely,
Michael J. Martirano, Ed.D. Michael |. Green

State Superintendent of Schools President, West Virginia Board of Education
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Definitions

PERFORMANCE

Proficiency rates measure how many students are accomplishing the
overall achievement standards for math and English language arts

Reading performance rates measure how many grade 3 students are
reaching the achievement standards for reading

Math performance rates measure how many grade 8 students are
reaching the achievement standards for math concepts and procedures

IMPROVEMENT

Observed growth rates measure how much academic growth occurred
in math and ELA for each student compared to other students having similar
academic histories (i.e., their academic peers)

Adequate growth rates measure student academic growth in math and
ELA relative to achievement standards. Adequate growth rates provide an
estimate of how much growth needs to occur for students to meet or maintain
proficiency in math and ELA

Improvement of low-performing student rates measure the academic
growth of students in need of substantial improvement in math or ELA



PERSISTENCE

Attendance rates measure the extent to which students capitalize on
opportunities to participate in instruction and learning activities by attending
school

At-risk subgroup reduction rates measure how well schools decrease
the percentage of students identified as at-risk for dropping out of school
based on academic, behavior and attendance risk indicators

Graduation rates measure student success and readiness for education or
careers after high school

POST-SECONDARY READINESS

College- and career-ready indicator rates measure how many grade
12 students achieve college-ready benchmarks, earn college credit or
complete career technical education (CTE) concentrations




West Virginia

MEASURES AND POINT ALLOCATIONS FOR ELEMENTARY, MIDDLE, AND HIGH SCHOOLS.

Point allocations

Elementary Middle High
Accountability measure schools schools schools
Student proficiency in math 175 175 250
Student proficiency in ELA 175 175 250
@ Grade 3 reading performance 50
Grade 8 math concepts and procedures performance 50
Observed growth in math 100 100 100
Observed growth in ELA 100 100 100
Adequate growth in math 100 100 100
m Adequate growth in ELA 100 100 100
Improvement of low-performing students’ in math 100 100 100
Improvement of low-performing students in ELA 100 100 100
At-risk subgroup reduction 100 100 50
‘ Attendance 100 100 50
Graduation rate 150
_‘e; College- and career-ready indicators 150

1,200

"Accelerated improvement of the lowest-performing 25 percent of students
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schoolaccountability system

Elementary and middle schools are evaluated
oh a 1,200-point scale. High schools are
evaluated on a 1,500-point scale

813.53-1,200 points ES 710.29-813.52 points ES 551.10-710.28 points ES 443.43-551.09 points ES <443.42 points ES
690.22-1,200 points MS 613.45-690.21 points MS 493.92-613.44 points MS 406.58-493.91 points MS <406.57 points MS
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POST-SECONDARY

PERFORMANCE IMPROVEMENT PERSISTENCE READINESS,
The percentage of students The percentage of students The percentage of students The percentage of students
who met grade level who are improving and the participating in learning passing Advanced Placement
expectations in math and percentage of students on opportunities and graduating of International Baccalaureate
English/language arts on state track to reach grade-level on time as measured by tests, scoring well in
assessments. Reading expectations in math and attendance and graduation college-credit bearing
achievement for 3rd graders English/language arts. rates, and the reduction of the courses, or completing a
and math achievement for 8th number of students at-risk for Career and Technical

graders is also measured. dropping out. Education concentration.
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IS AN ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM REQUIRED?
According to the Every Student Succeeds Act (ESSA)
recently signed into law, states are required to implement an
accountability system. The law requires each state have an
accountability system that is state-determined and based on
multiple measures.

WHAT DOES ESSA REQUIRE STATES TO DO?
States must set goals for increasing the percentage of
students who reach state standards in reading and math
and for raising graduation rates. ESSA requires that
states establish student performance goals, hold schools
accountable for student achievement and include a broader
measure of student performance in their accountability
systems beyond test scores.

Virginia

WHAT IS THE LAW GOVERNING A-F?
Senate Bill 359 amended W.Va. Code §18-2E-5 during the
2013 Legislative Session and allowed the West Virginia
Board of Education (WVBE) to adopt a policy to define how
schools are held accountable and how school systems
are accredited. In 2014, Gov. Earl Ray Tomblin charged
the WVBE to adopt policy that would assign an A-F grade
to public schools. The WVBE adopted an amended
accountability policy, solidifying metrics to be utilized in the
existing accountability system in June 2016. Policy 2320 can
be found here: http://wvde.state.wv.us/policies/.

WHY IS IT IMPORTANT TO HAVE AN
ACCOUNTABILITY SYSTEM?
Part of our obligation to K-12 education is understanding
where our students are academically and outlining a plan to
increase achievement moving forward. While there are many
ways we can work to improve student achievement and
raise educational quality, one critical piece is the adoption
and implementation of a statewide accountability system.
Giving schools letter grades for their performance—just
as we do for our students—ensures parents, students,
educators and communities understand how their schools
are performing.

WHAT IS WEST VIRGINIAS ACCOUNTABILITY

SYSTEM?
West Virginia’'s accountability system is designed to give
parents and communities an annual update on multiple
components that together show how well students are
learning, growing and achieving. An A-F grading scale is
used to show where schools are succeeding, as well as
areas that need improvement.

WHAT IS THE PURPOSE OF THE A-F SCHOOL
GRADING SYSTEM?
West Virginia’s A-F school grading system gives parents,
students, educators and communities clear and concise
information on how well their schools are doing. This system
is a new and better way of measuring and reporting school
performance each year.

HOW DOES WEST VIRGINIAS A-F SYSTEM

WORK?
On an annual basis, the West Virginia Department of
Education calculates grades for every public school in
West Virginia based on multiple measures of success.
This accountability system will help schools identify their
strengths and weaknesses, establish goals, and develop
a plan for continuous improvement to assess year-to-
year student progress based on multiple measures of
performance.

()Lﬁ nia Department of

EDUCA'I'ION



WHO ASSIGNS THE LETTER GRADES TO
SCHOOLS?

A school’s performance rating is calculated by the West
Virginia Department of Education and then transferred to
the West Virginia Office of Education Performance Audits
for verification through the accreditation process. Once
verified, the performance level is approved by the WVBE
and communicated to schools, county school systems and
communities.

HOW ARE LETTER GRADES CALCULATED FOR
SCHOOLS?

Annually, schools will earn letter grades based on a
comprehensive report card consisting of the following
components:

Performance: The percentage of students
who met grade level expectations in math and
English/language arts on state assessments.

Reading achievement for 3rd graders and math
achievement for 8th graders is also measured.

Improvement: The percentage of students who
are improving and the percentage of students on
track to reach grade-level expectations in math
and English/language arts.

Persistence: The percentage of students
participating in learning opportunities and
graduating on time as measured by attendance
and graduation rates, and the reduction of the
number of students at risk for dropping out.

Post-Secondary Readiness: The percentage
of students passing Advanced Placement or
International Baccalaureate tests, scoring well in
college-credit bearing courses, or completing a
Career and Technical Education concentration.

O ® 2

WHAT DOES EACH LETTER GRADE MEAN?

Annually, every public school will earn a grade: A, B, C,
D or F. Elementary and middle schools will be graded on
a 1,200-point scale and high schools will be graded on a
1,500-point scale.

Descriptions of each letter grade are as follows:

e A Schools with Distinctive student performance

* B Schools with Commendable student performance
e C Schools with Acceptable student performance

e D Schools with Unacceptable student performance
e F Schools with Lowest student performance

WHAT MEASURES ARE USED TO DETERMINE
GRADES?

School grades are determined based on 83% student
performance metrics and 17% non-performance metrics.

Of the 83% student performance, 55% is based on growth
and 45% is based on proficiency. The 17% non-performance
metrics consider items such as attendance, graduation rates
and the at-risk sub group indicator.

ARE GRADES ASSIGNED BASED ON A BELL

CURVE?
Cut scores were established at each programmatic level by
the WVBE in October 2016. A standard bell curve was used
to set cut scores and establish a baseline during this first
year of assigning grades (in 2016). A bell curve was used to
eliminate subjectivity in the setting of scores. Cut scores will
remain constant thereafter for a number of years so schools
will know their targets for grade improvement. Cut scores
will, however, be adjusted again when 65% of schools reach
an A or B grade.

WHAT HAPPENS TO SCHOOLS THAT EARN

LOW LETTER GRADES?
The greatest benefit of the A-F school grading system is
heightened community awareness and increased dialogue
and action among education stakeholders. County school
systems are expected to provide additional support
and monitoring. Schools that continue to perform poorly
and county systems that fail to provide support will face
intervention from the state level. This system is not punitive,
but rather celebrates successes and helps schools get
better. It is a fair system which supports our schools and
aids counties in identifying areas for intervention and
support. Ultimately, our students will benefit from it being in
place.

WHAT ARE THE GOALS/OUTCOMES OF THE
SYSTEM?
The accountability system will:
e |nform the setting of school-wide goals
e Foster conversations about academic performance
between administrators and teachers
e Expand efforts to serve students in at-risk groups
e Empower schools to engage in systemic improvement
e |nstill a culture of change in schools and the district with
respect to using student performance data

The ultimate goal is to ensure every student is demonstrating
growth toward proficiency, attending school regularly and
graduating from high school prepared for college or a
career.

WHAT IS A CUT SCORE?
Cut scores represent the range of points needed to earn
each respective letter grade and designate where each
letter grade ends and the next letter grade begins.

HOW DO SCHOOLS EARN AN AUTOMATIC F?
Schools must test 90 percent of their students. If the percent
tested drops below 90, the school’'s grade will automatically
be lowered to an F. If a school fails to test 10 percent or
more of the student population that should be tested, the
school performance grade is not a valid representation of
overall school performance.

WHERE CAN | FIND MY SCHOOLS REPORT
CARD?
For information, resources and to find your school’s report
card, visit: www.mywvschool.org.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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[ - Per State Board Policy, a school’s grade is lowered to an

*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned

the grade of the schools to which the majority of their

students feed into as third graders.

F if the school fails to administer the statewide summative

assessment to at least 90% of its students
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.



Y0'SP. L2'/9 |6L9€L |2L8y | k.62 |S22S |96€9 |€96L |85GS |86¥y |1E8S 862y |c25set - | looyos ybiH sbunds Asjexieg
o) . Aeluswa|3 JeAwpIp
9z'2k9 9596 [26'29 |000S |99°GS5 |L08E |88'6F |LL9S |vetvS |€SSe Seov |v6°9.L ) |00Y0S BIPPIN SOUNAS Wi
61°€9G Le'/6 |8ley |0k'8e |co9v |¥8vE |ve9r |98y |L9°€Y 0,82 |166S |SL'2L 2 |00yog erelpawlalu| sbuldg wiep
80°90Z /686 |OV'Gy |€2¢. |9S98 |E€LES |8€6S |88'LZ |000S €eee |Shee |Svee ) |ooyog Alejuswis|3 malA JUesed|d
/€129 226 |GLGS |SS¥S |¥9€9 |vhvy |¥vvy |95SS | 000G 1L0E |+209 |62%9 ) |00yoS Alejuswis|g med med
£2°009 €896 |v.'69 |00G¢ |Sv'Sy |[000Z |0009 |/992 |00°09 00GE |2208 |1.08 5 |00yoS Alelusws|3 POOMUSBIL)
Aunon uebiop
Zr'869 | ¥L'SEl (€62 [LvSy |25 ke |€6'€S |96°GE |00°LF |2ty |29'8E |8v6e I6°€E | SO0k ) |00yos ybiH 80IUO|N Sewer
02°'9€9 €126 |kl2h |8e€9 |8.2S |6Ser |260S |SL2S |HHES |196E /€19 |G8€8 g |00Y2S SIPPIA UMOISIBled
G0'S65 GZ'z6 |€9¢y |€S8r |80€y |SeTy |9r'9r |€£eS |leev |16°/2 6259 |S628 9 | j00yog eppIN § Aseiuswis|g maIA UBIUNON
82196 G626 |28y |S.'89 |90/ |18€Z |€09r |LG9E |2 \¥ 1628 | 2665 |022L ) |00yog Aleluswa|g umolsisled
Kuno9o saoauop
62008 |0Ct6 |98'LEL [€28Y |ev'Ec |ereS [S6'Lv |0LLE |28€S |22vS |88Lv 9e'v8 | LL'Esl g looyos ybIH AlsieAlun
0506, |8028 |€6°02+ [L88V |Ov'Ee |€c6v [6G8E |SLOV |Sr¥S |696S |[2€t+p 1066 |25erL q |ooyog ybiH umolueBlIop
96'89. | 1S569 |8S6EL [vL Ly |¥0Ze |98'8F [SOCy |8LM |S9Lv |¥629 |2hev 609, |vllelL q |ooyos ybiH oleneg-Ae|D
65689 8E'96 |€0'Gy |209F |E€S1S |2HEr |98°09 |Zv'LS [6L9S |6£92 6826 |L26LL g |00y0S B|PPIA Is8Io0UNg
8889 0066 |vO'Ly |€6'€S |LESS |99/ (€119 |2H'E9 |6265 |86°0€ l2€lL |SLEoL q |00Y2S B|PPIA Yinos
9£'29G GIOE6 |16'EE |6YLS |€G9V |veg6E |LLOF |¥6YS |vheE | 00°Ge 6165 |92'8L 2 |00Y0S SIPPIA POOMISOM
€LYhL €256 |GLvy |ereS |Oovor |08'€S (8209 |S.65 [909G |9/°tE 6v'c6 6802k | W |00YOS S|PPIIAl Jo8UBIUNOI
G/'059 8966 |98°2S |¥L'LS |9LY¥S |vE9y |¥E9F |88YS |G69Y 8.vE |2Sv. |0598 o) |ooyos Asejuswis|g poomises
12°€Y9 8Lv6 |[v9Ly |9L'€9 [6/°G9 [828¢ |8L'65 |90°€S |06+9 8G2e |vrvS |958L o) |00yog Aleluawa|d died UelA
/8169 6256 |v9°/G |88°9F |S29S |9v'2S |¥.'SS |SLY9 |OFYS 26'8e |egzeL |1026 ) |00yos Arejuswa|g meiriyg
10°06G GE'V6 |89GS |26°92 |LL08 |¥S8E |6LYvY |6Lvy |26LY ov'Lly |€298 |29'8. ) Aseluewie|3 UOXIQ-UOSBIA
62°€c/ 0066 |S08F |06%S |90°€S [ZF¥S |9¥' L9 |2v09 |v609 0G6E |22°G6 |200kt g |00YOS AlejusLua|g MaIAUIBIUNOIA
68CH. vL'96 |2LLS |29%y |88°9v |6L8y |€28S |LOES |IES le'zy | 8290k |0L2hHE q |ooyog Aseluswe3 &XeT 1eay)
G8'808 6596 [8€19 |LL'8S |2v'eS |GP9S |9/°€9 |SY9S |9EtS gL'ey |z6'62L |2 SEl g Arewiid 1se1oung
66'99/ 9096 [90°kS |L1'8S |2v'€S [SP9S |92°€9 |SY9S |9ETS 8E'ly [S9ElL |62CCh q |ooyos Asejuswia|3 YLON
8/°€0. ¥6'S6 |GLEr |95GS 9565 |9r'8E |0S29 |80'8F [S598S 6Ly [29v6 | /8801 ) looyog Aleluswal|3 ojepabply
,0°09. 9866 [GL'Sh | 6469 |L¥'9S |0F09 |€€G9 |2.69 |€€19 1288 |S6°16 | LLELL g |00y0g Alejuswis|g UsABLMO0Ig
A junoy eljebuouoy
-— - ® © - auwe ooyd
g | 2| 2|5 | % 25|25 5 B || R (¥ 8 PG N 19019s
= = o Fy 3 €5 £ = > = > (87| & - > =
o ~ a o = as | &% 0 -
- 0 5 = 5 5 (] o > )
a c @ 00 | ®0 > o o W T o e
v a H a * |3s|3s| » 2 o T |20 | 9 v o
S o | F | 2|0 73|73/ 8|2 §|§ |52/ 8|8 |%5|%
w.. 0 L m & 4 2 4 i .m H ) P @ 2 o 0 m. -
] Q €2 | €a ] - < o o ) o 5 (]
m o
P |3 S |8c (8| 5 |2 | & |5 | 3|8 3|2
- = ° 3 - 3 - (2] =~ o = o 5 <
2 b o |Wo | & ) ] ) g @
-3 X - - ° s ° s 5
® ) 5 s 5 g H -~ - =] 0
] -3 v v - ) = = (1]
Q. c S0 mo > =) -
< 0 0 = - = ]
[=4 o= | D= 7]
) >0 (<]
u I - w
3| 3
3 3
Q Q

*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned
the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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*Schools that have a K-1 or K-2 configuration will be assigned

the grade of the school to which the majority of their students

feed into as third graders.
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