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UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT FOR THE
SOUTHERN DISTRICT OF WEST VIRGINIA | |

|
CHARLESTON f JAN | | 20i8
: .S, District Court
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA ‘

v. CRIMINAL NO. Z»»/g“ OC}OQB

18 U.s.C. § 1341

STEVEN HULL

INFORMATTION

The United States Attorney Charges:

The Scheme to Defraud

1. Beginning on or about January 2011, and continuing
through on or about January 2017, defendant STEVEN HULL did
knowingly devise and intend to devise a scheme to defraud and to
obtain money from his employer, the West Virginia Division of
Highways (DOH), an agency of the West Virginia Department of
Transportation within the State of West Virginia, and the State of
West Virginia by means of materially false and fraudulent

pretenses, representations, and promises.
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Background

At all relevant times:

2. Defendant STEVEN HULL was an engineering technician at
DOH. From at least January 2011 through mid-January 2014, defendant
STEVEN HULL was assigned to DOH District Seven, which was
headquartered in Weston, West Virginia. From mid-January 2014
through August 2017, defendant STEVEN HULL was assigned to DOH’s
Contract Administration division, where he reported to supervisors
located at DOH headquarters in Charleston, Kanawha County, West
Virginia.

3. During that period of employment at DOH, defendant
STEVEN HULL often traveled, staying overnight throughout the
northern and eastern parts of West Virginia. After his travel,
the State of West Virginia reimbursed defendant STEVEN HULL for
his overnight lodging and meals.

4. To receive reimbursement for his overnight lodging and
other related expenses, defendant STEVEN HULL submitted expense
reports called “Travel Expense Account Settlements” to his
supervisors at District Seven until mid-January 2014, and to DOH
headguarters in Charleston after mid-January 2014.

5. Before approximately late June 2014, the West Virginia
State Treasurer’s Office mailed reimbursement payments to
defendant STEVEN HULL’s Post Office Box in Jane Lew, West Virginia,

from Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia. The reimbursement
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payments were 1n the form of a warrant, a legal, negotiable
instrument drawn against the state treasury 1in place of a
commercial bank. After approximately mid-June 2014, the State
Treasurer’s Office in Charleston, Kanawha County, West Virginia,
sent an electronic communication to an out-of=-state bank
requesting that funds be deposited into HULL’s bank account in
Weston, West Virginia.

Manner and Means for Carrying Out the Scheme

The manner and means by which defendant STEVEN HULL carried
out his scheme to defraud the State of West Virginia and DOH
included the following:

6. By January 2011 through January 2017, defendant STEVEN
HULL submitted false invoices attached to inflated expense reports
for reimbursement to his supervisors at either District Seven or
at Contract Administration at DOH headquarters in Charleston, West
Virginia.

7. Defendant STEVEN HULL falsely represented to DOH and the
State of West Virginia in his expense reports the number of days
he stayed at certain hotels, and further falsely represented that
he paid for hotel rooms for all of those days. He received
reimbursements from the State of West Virginia for these falsified
expense reports by mall before and during June 2014, and by direct

deposit into his bank account after June 2014. The State initiated
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the mailings and direct deposits in Charleston, Kanawha County,
West Virginia.

8. At the beginning of his scheme, defendant STEVEN HULL
overstated the amount due to him on his expense reports by falsely
adding days to the invoices and expense reports he submitted, when
in fact he had neither stayed at nor paid for hotel rooms on those
extra days.

9. In approximately June 2014 through the end of his scheme,
defendant STEVEN HULL’s representations regarding hotel rooms on
his expense reports became entirely fabricated. Defendant STEVEN
HULL represented to DOH and to the State on his expense reports
that he stayed at a hotel, typically a Holiday Inn, for often a
week at a time. In fact, HULL instead rented a room for $600 cash
on a monthly basis from a less expensive hotel in Moundsville,
which he did not disclose to DOH or to the State. He paid
approximately $18,144 in cash for his monthly rental from June 16,
2014, to December 16, 2016.

10. Defendant STEVEN HULL took the difference in price
between his monthly rental and his travel reimbursements for his
own benefit.

11. To disguise his scheme, defendant STEVEN HULL created
and attached false hotel invoice documents to his expense reports.
Defendant STEVEN HULL added detailed entries to make the invoices

appear legitimate, including daily 1line 1items for state and
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